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Biography
Stephen Selznick is a partner in the Intellectual Property, Sports &

Entertainment, and Regulatory Groups at Cassels, and a leading

member of the intellectual property and entertainment bars.

Stephen’s practice focuses on structuring, reorganizations and

litigation. A frequent speaker on IP and entertainment matters,

Stephen represents clients in knowledge-based industries, including

advertising, film, television, recording, theatre, publishing, social

media, AI, computer software, telecommunications, air transport,

shipping, and cannabis. He has extensive experience with the

purchasing, financing, licensing and restructuring of intellectual and

entertainment properties, including: branding and research and

development agreements. Stephen is also an adjunct professor of law

and has appeared before the Ontario Superior Court, the Commercial

List of the Ontario Superior Court, the Ontario Court of Appeal, the

Federal Court, the Federal Court of Appeal and numerous tribunals

including the Trademark Opposition Board, CRTC, Canadian

Transportation Agency, RECO, OREA, Ad Standards, Ontario Energy

Board, and Travel Council of Ontario. In 2023, Stephen successfully

completed the Stanford University Law School Advanced IP/Tech

Mediation and Arbitration Course.

Stephen’s representative work includes having acted for:

Oracle Corporation in the reclamation of its intellectual

property rights in its retail and database management systems

on the insolvency of the T. Eaton Company

Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber and the producers of this theatrical

productions “Phantom of the Opera,” “Cats,” and “Joseph

and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” in both sit-down

Toronto productions and subsequent North American tours, as

well as successful litigation in the insolvencies of both

Cineplex Odeon Corp. and Livent Inc. Livent Inc., Re (1998)

45 BLR (2d) 249 and Cineplex Odeon Corp., Re, 26 CBR (4th)

21, 2001 CanLII 28465 (ON SC)

Energy supplier and retailer Summitt Energy Management Inc.

in several defences of agent conduct claims before the Ontario

Energy Board and the Ontario Divisional Court In Re Summitt

Energy Management Inc. EB-2010-0221, In Re Summitt
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Energy Management Inc. EB-2011-0316 and Summitt Energy

Management Inc. v. Ontario Energy Board, 2013 ONSC 318

(Ontario Div Court) (CanLII)

Air Miles International Trading BV and LoyaltyOne, Co. in over

120 successful proceedings before the Trademark Opposition

Board, the Federal Court, Federal Court of Appeal and Ontario

Superior Court involving third party infringement use of the AIR

MILES trademark

Warner Home Video and its related entities in the negotiation,

conclusion and securitization of its worldwide outsourcing of

the disc and media production, packaging and physical

distribution of its film, television and music library to

Technicolor

Canadian Tire Corporation, Limited in the defence of third-

party patent and trademark infringement claims

Invictus MD Strategies Corp. and Acreage Pharm in numerous

commercial agreements including a significant wholesale

cannabis medical supply agreement with Deutsche

Medizinalcannabis GmbH

The rights holder of Lord of the Rings in connection with the

stage production of Lord of the Rings

Achievements
American Registry, America’s Most Honored Professionals

Appeals, Ethics and Discipline Committee of Certified

Licensing Professionals Licensing Body, Former Canadian

Representative

Certified Licensing Professional

In-House Counsel Magazine, Canada’s Top Lawyers (2012)

Law Society of Ontario, Arthur Wentworth Roebuck Prize

Managing Intellectual Property, IP Star (Copyright)

Martindale Hubbell, AV Distinguished™ Rating

University of Toronto, Dean’s Honour List

University of Western Ontario, Dean’s Honour List

Who’s Who Legal: Canada (Sports & Entertainment)

Who’s Who Legal: Sports & Entertainment (Entertainment)

WTR1000: The World’s Leading

Trademark Professionals (Enforcement & Litigation)
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Client Commentary
“Brings further firepower to the [IP] practice.” – WTR1000

Recent Representative Work
BMO Proposes to Acquire AIR MILES from LoyaltyOne

through CCAA Sales Process

Insights
Franchise Trademarks 101 – Part 1: Does a Franchisee’s

Trademark Use Accrue to the Franchisor?

A “Game-Changing” Update: Ontario’s Amended Restrictions

on Use of Athletes & Influencers in iGaming Advertising Are

Now in Effect

CRTC Launches Public Consultation Process for the Online

News Act Regulatory Framework

Pro Bono & Community Involvement
George Brown College of Applied Arts & Technology, Former

Chairperson, Small Business Administration Advisory

Committee

New Media Institute at the Banff Centre, Former Member,

Multi Media Advisory Panel

Community Hebrew Academy of Toronto (CHAT), Board of

Directors

Canadian Power and Sail Squadron, Bridge Officer

Bialik Hebrew Day School in Toronto, Board Member and

Former Treasurer

Education / Bar Admissions
LL.B., Western University, 1977

B.A., University of Toronto, 1974

LL.M. in US Law, George Mason University – Antonin Scalia

Law School, 2023

Ontario, 1979

Associations
ALAI Canada

American Bar Association, Association Member, Forum on
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Communications Law, Patent, Trademark and Copyright Law

Section, and Science & Technology Law Section

American Intellectual Property Law Association

Beverly Hills Bar Association

Canadian Bar Association

Certified Licensing Professional (CLP) Program, Co-Chair,

Examination Development and Maintenance Committee

International Bar Association

Intellectual Property Institute of Canada (IPIC)

International Trademark Association (INTA)

International Trademark Association Mediators Network

Licensing Executives Society, USA and Canada

New York State Bar Association

Ontario Bar Association
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