Biography

Bernice Karn
Partner

Contact Information
416 869 5721
bkarn@cassels.com

Office
Toronto

Expertise
Information Technology & Data
Privacy
Business
Cannabis
High Growth & Venture Capital
Intellectual Property
Universities & Colleges

Bernice Karn* is a partner in the Information Technology & Data Privacy Group at
Cassels. For over 25 years, Bernice has applied her expertise in information
technology (IT) in advising clients from a broad range of industries, including: major
retailers, e-commerce companies, hospitals, universities and leading Canadian
financial institutions. Bernice is extremely knowledgeable in IT-related agreements and
has deftly crafted master services, joint venture, development, license, escrow,
consulting and cloud computing/SaaS agreements for her clients. Bernice advised a
major Canadian retailer on master services agreements for code development and
system integration and negotiated master consulting agreements with leading IT
consulting vendors on behalf of another significant Canadian retailer. With a strong
background in intellectual property (IP) complementing her IT practice, Bernice
provides in-depth counsel on trade-marks prosecution, copyright licensing, rights
clearances, marketing and advertising law, and social media campaigns.
A certified licensing professional, Bernice has significant experience in outsourcing
matters and regularly advises clients on the acquisition and disposition of IT assets
and IP rights. As a result of her many mandates in IT and outsourcing matters for
financial institutions, she has developed a strong understanding of the regulatory
framework within which financial institutions must conduct outsourcing business.
Bernice applies this expertise in her work with banks, insurance companies and their
service providers, and mortgage administration companies.
In addition, Bernice advises on all aspects of procurement procedures and the
Canadian laws of competitive bidding. Her involvement ranges from assisting clients
with competitive request for proposals and multiple vendor negotiations to sourcing
partnerships. Bernice’s practice includes advising on privacy laws and data security –
a growing area of concern for companies who rely on IT-driven solutions. She advises
clients on private and public sector privacy and data protection laws and emerging
developments, such as Canada’s anti-spam legislation. Bernice has assisted clients in
developing and implementing policies and compliance procedures for: handling and
safeguarding personal and company information; maintaining and transferring
customer and employee information; and regulating data transfers with third parties.
She regularly conducts privacy assessments and information security policy audits
and, when needed, assists clients in handling and responding to data security
incidents.
*denotes Professional Corporation

Achievements
Best Lawyers in Canada (Information Technology)
Certified Licensing Professional
Chambers Canada (Information Technology)
Chambers Global (Information Technology)
Legal 500 Canada (Technology, Media and Telecoms)
National Law Journal, Cybersecurity & Data Privacy Trailblazer Award
(2015)

Client Commentary
“A strong track record.” – Chambers Global (Information Technology)

“Recognized for her depth of knowledge in IT which she uses to her
advantage in negotiating contracts with vendors.” – Chambers Canada
(Information Technology)
“Well regarded for her experience of master services, master consulting and
development agreements.” – Chambers Global (Information Technology)

Recent Representative Work
Dye & Durham Acquires Majority Stake in Courthouse Solutions
Cassels Acts for Iconic Brewing Company in its Sale to Ace Hill Brewing
Company
Shareholders of Integrated Technologies Limited Complete Sale to HCI
Equity Partners Portfolio Company, Summit Interconnect, Inc.
Visage Cosmetics Limited Completes Share Sale to Equicapita Income
Trust and Equicapita Investment Corp.
PowerHub Completes Sale to BayWa r.e.

Insights
Clearview AI Faces the Wrath of Canadian Privacy Commissioners in
Connection with its Exploitation of Facial Recognition Technologies
Canadian Privacy Law: Bill C-11 Reimagines PIPEDA for a GDPR World
(Cassels Webinar)
Repackaging PIPEDA for a GDPR World

COVID-19 Insights
Canada’s Privacy Commissioners Outline Guidance for Governments and
Developers of Contact Tracing Technology
Regulatory Reporting for Federally Regulated Insurers Relaxed
British Columbia Temporarily Eases Restrictions on the Disclosure of
Personal Information Outside of Canada

Education / Bar Admissions
M.B.A. (with Distinction), Schulich School of Business, 1999
LL.B., Western University, 1984
B.A., Western University, 1981
Ontario, 1986

Associations
American Bar Association
Canadian Bar Association
IT-Canada, Director
Licensing Executives’ Society, Internet and E-commerce Committee
Ontario Bar Association
Toronto Computer Lawyers Group

